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CORAL LORENZEN. (THE FIRST LADY OF UFOLOGY ) 
(1925-1988) 

Coral Lorenzen. 

Coral Lorenzen died Apr � l 12, 1988 of natural causes. Her 
interest in the UFO phenomena began in 1934 at the age of 9 when 
her and two playmates saw a hemispheric object cross the western 
sky from west to north. This sparked her interest. Her second 
sighting came in June, 1947 when she observed a tiny round 
object leave the ground and quickly moved straight up into the 
sky and quickly disappeared. 

During the next five years she made many contacts with 
people interested in the subject of UFOs. In January� 1952 she 
began contacting them to form APRO. The main thrust of her 
idea was to preserve information which otherwise would have 
been lost to history. 

Through the years Mrs. Lorenzen has held additional 
positions as a correspondent and feature writer for various 
newspapers and was employed by the United States Air Force at 
Holloman Air Force Base where she became familiar with Air Force 
procedures and missile testiDg. 

She is the author <or co-author with her husband Jim) of 
seven books: Flying Saucers-The Startling Evidence of the 
Invasion from Outer Space (originally entitled The Great Flying 
Saucer Hoax 1962-1966>; The Shadow of· the Unknown (1970>; 
Flying Saucer Occupants (1967>; UFOs Over the Americas-<1968>; 
UFOs-The Whole Story (1969>; Encounters with UFO Occupants 
(1976>; and Abducted (19?7>. 

Mrs. Lorenzen felt strongly that UFO researchers should 

concentrate on improving the quality of investigations and 

therefore reports and attempts to see that the results are made 

available to the scientific community. She felt that the 

thousands of reports of UFOs in the sky, on the ground, an� 

accompanied by humanoid occupants indicate that a careful, 

methodical and in-depth study of earth and its inhabitants is 

undel- way. 
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I am implementing a new column on UFO related articles in 

the hop es of keeping a record of them. Most of these articles 

are very difficult to locate. Some are found in the local 

libraries (if you know where to look)� others can be found in 

local or regional magazines, second-hand bookshops� etc. The 

Chevy article listed below was found in a used-magazine rack in 

a small out of the way shop. Let us know if you come across any 

UFO-related articles so we may register them and keep this 
column up dated. Here is a list of articles recently discovered: 

1) Chevy Outdoors spring issue 1987� <page 82). 

2) New Hampshire Profile - April� 1988 issue. 

3) Utne Reader Jan/Feb. 1988 (page 33). 

Film Fax is a video guide that deals with unu�ual motion 

picture films� T.V. and odd videos. In issue #8 of the guide, 

Film Fax carried several flying saucer movies (class B-type. 

Orit.? of these lis ted is the documental-y "UFO... It a 1 so ca,-·,- i es 

a listing of saucer models. You can receive this guide by 

writing to: Film Fax� Box 1900� Evanston� Illinois 60204. 

Send $5.00 plus $1.50 postage. 

The first nationally distributed UFO magazine in 8 years 

goes on sale June 4th at newstands across the U.S. and Canada. 

The name of the magazine is YEQ_YDi�§C§�· Publisher Al Weiss, 

Editor Tim Bechley. The first issue contains the following 

a�- t i c l e s : 11 The H i d den H i s t cq- y of the . U F 0 My s t e �- y 11 b �,... John K e e l ; 
11 t1u. til i 1-::t t ions� c,- a shed Saucel-s c.·nid A 1 i ens in Cc:1p t i vi ty.. by L i ndc-1 

i·-l o �·J e ; 11 ?":1 1 i en A b d u c t i o n s -- I,..J i 1 1 you be n e }� t ? 11 by B �- a c:l S t e i <;J e i- ; 
'' U F 0 -;::, .:+ 0 m i 1 e s ·f i- om N e �.o.J Yo ·,- k C i t y 11 by Ph i 1 I m b �- o g no . The f i r- s t 

issue is 72 pages, 8 pages of color pictures. For premiere 

i S SUE· '3 e ·n d $. 2 u 50 p l US $2 . 00 p 0 Stage and h a r1 rJ 1 i nq t 0 : [: D nd 0 I .. 
Books� 351 W. 54th Street� New York, NY 10019. 

The Center for UFO Studies has issued its first bulletin in 

nearly 7 years. This special report is both a statement of 
their position on the Gulf Breeze events and a caution against 

excess enthusiasm of the ongoing case. This bulletin is 

reprinted in this issue of Orbiter with the permission of George 

Eberhart <Editor, CUFOS Bulletin, April 1988). 

CUFOS Scientific Director Mark Rodeghier makes a good point 

in that those familiar with the history of ufology should have 

seen the warning signs. He details strong similarities between 

the Gulf Breeze case and such personalities and events as 

associated with the Billy Meirs and Adamskis. 

These warning signs were in evidence since the case received 

its first publicity. The Miami Herald article clearly detailed 

problems of Mr. Ed1S i�2§� polaroid camera� Mr. Ed1S videotape, 

hi s reluctance to answer questions related to his camera. Mr . 

Ed1s wife was reluctant to get involved. <Why?) The Jet 

propulsion laboratory was reluctant to analyze the photos due to 

a suspected hoax and much more .. 

MUFON investigators jumped the gun on this one. In their 

excitement to get the §iQCY into the limelight they overlooked 

their priorities. They bruised the credibility of their fellow 

co l l t:.:- 2. g u e s c:\ n d d ,_:=t m .a g e d the i ,- o �.o.J n p �- �= s t i g e . T h i s s h o u l d b e ,:;\ 
lesson. We are investigators and researchers. We gather 

evidence� data, and analyze it before calling a press 

cc�nfel-ence. 

Late note: Mr. Ed boasted to 

acquaintances that he is going to 

ever . There will be more on this 

a few neighbors and 

pull off the greatest hoax 

in the May issue of Orbiter. 

CUFOS investigator Robert Boyd should be commended on his 

critical stance of this very bizarre case. 
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Gulf Breeze, Florida: 
The Other Side of the Coin 

by 
Marie Rod�ghier 

and 
Robert D. Boyd 

Background. On Novtmbtr 16.1987. a bu.sintssman, 
later niclutamtd by UFO invtsrigarors and tht prtss as "Mr. X" 
or "Ed," ddivtrtdftve Polaroid UFO photos and a "To whom 
it may concern" lttttr to the tditor of the GulfBru:e, Florida, 
Stntind. Tht /mer and rhru photos were printed in tht 
Novtmbtr 19 edition of this wuldy ntwspaper. 

The lttter,from t� anonymous photographer who was 
later rtvtaled 10 have bun "Mr. X" -himself, t:cplaintd that tht 
pictures were raun about5:00 p.m. on November ll. The 
camera was a Polaroid Modt/1 08 with afiud distance setting. 
The objtct apptartd to havt bun the si:e of a house. Othtr 
anonymoui witnesses claimed to have observtd the same or 
similar objtcts, and t�tir comments appeartd in subsequtnt 
issuts of t� paper. 

Mutual UFO N�rworlc investigator Donald M. Ware 
went to tht site oft he alltgtd tncounltr,the homt of the witntss. 
who said the objtct changtd direction. cast light, hovertd, 
dtsctnded, ascended, wobbled sligluly, and glowed. After talc­
ing tht fifth photo, Mr. X was paralyzed in a "blut btam" 
coming from the UFO. He felt ht was being levitated and told 
teltpathically to be calm. Then M got the impression that 
someont was "flipping through a boolc showing him pages of 
dog pictures." He tried to scream but couldn't,thtn fell to tht 
ground, whertupon the objtct and the beam disapptartd. 

On later occasioii.S Mr. X claimed to htar a humming 
sound in his htad, which indicaud to him that the UFO had 
rtturned. Ht would tMn go outsitk, hear more voices and su 
more picturt.r in his htad, and su the UFO. Several times he 
was able to obtain more photos. 

The cast is much mort complt:c than can be related 
hert, with Mr. X producing a vitkotape oftht UFO. aliens with 
shitlds and a glowing rod who btamed down from the objtet, a 
strangt black dog that fo/lowtd tht witntss, a baldhtaded 
human who apptartd in his btdroom. and rwo civiliaii.S with 

·pistols who atttmpttd to tau the photos and claimed to have a 
"mattrial sei:urt warrant." 

Tht incidtnts and photos have been rtporttd by 

�·rt:.Al<·i V 111 nwrby fauacola, WK.J<G.JV jn Mobilt, Ala· 
bama,. tht Ptnsacola Ntws Journal, tht wirt urvias, tht 
Miami Htra/d, and currtnt issuts of the MUFON UFO Jour­
naL 

Rabut D. 8 oyd, CU FOS' invtstigator coordinator and 
MUFON state stction dirtctor for Alabama, has providtd us 
with rht rt.rults of his investigation, publishtd here for the first 
time.-GME. 

Photographic Analysis 

The bare details of the Gulf Breeze sightings as described 
above cannot do justice to the convoluted nawre of this case. 
CUFOS has been asked several times by ufologists and the press 
to comment on Gulf Breeze. Given the complexicy of the case 
and the fact that only Raben Boyd ofCUFOS has tallc:ed to the 
primary witness, we have previously declined to state our 
position. We do so now because we are quite concerned about 

"The Gulf Breeze photographs 
taken by Mr. X are most 
probably a hoax." 

the possible ramifications for ufology if Gulf Breeze is eventu­
ally discovered to be a hoax. 

The CUFOS positio!l can be·stated simply: the photo­
graphs taken at Gulf Breeze by Mr. X are most probably a hoax. 
Moreover, the investigation of the case has been less than 
competent.acircumstance conaibuting to continuing interest in 
the photos. 

Let's begin with the photographs themselves. Almost 
every experienced ufologist. upon fliSt viewing the color im­
ages, has said something like, "These photos are too hokey to be 
real." This includes not only both authors and other staff at 
CUFOS, but also Willy Smith of the UNICAT project and 
Raben Nathan of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California. 
Nathan's opinion can be summarized by this quote: "I have the 
feeling that somebody is perpetrating a hoax." 

requtre tile use of a model or common household object, 
explaining the flaws in the objects's appearance. 

And it is still possible that, despite the use of a Polaroid 
camera, the witness has developed an ingenious me:llls of 
creating double exposures. 

Never underestimate the cleverness of the motivated 
common man. 

Here is anotherpf9blem with the photographs, in a lesson 
talcen from UFO history. How many photos of UFOs has Mr. X 
taken? I:X>zens. How many reliable photos of UFOs exist with 
the exception of Gulf Breeze? Probably around 2 dozen, give 
or take a few. Does that make Mr. X's photos appear less 
plausible? Absolutely. 

Yet another odd fact. Dave Barry, reporting for the 
Miami Herald, visited Mr. X a few months ago in the company 
of a photographer from the newspaper. The photographer was 
quick topointoutthatsome of the film used by Mr. X has an ASA 
rating of 80, which means it is relatively slow to react to light. 
Why is this a problem? Because Mr. X claims that the UFO 
moves almost continually, and a moving object would appear 
blurred with this film unless the shutter was left open for some 
time. But Mr. X's images of the UFO are relatively sharp, and 
he has not opened his camera shutter for excessive amounts of 
time. As the Herald photographer stated, "It just doesn't look 
right." 

If the photographs are such poor evidence, why the 
continued interest in this case? Putting aside the actions of the 
local newspaper, the Gulf Brtt:e Stnrintl, and its editor, who 
has covered the story extensively, one contributing factor has 
been the willingness of the local MUFON investigators to 
endorse the authenticity of the photos before detailed analysis. 
In the December 10 issue of theStntint/,CharlesFlannigan and 
Donald Ware are quoted as follows: 

.. Preliminary evaluation, prior to the completion of the 
photo gram metric analysis, is an unknown of great significance 
because of the quality of the five photographs ..... How, we ask, 
can it be determined that one has .. quality" photographs prior to 
the analysis? ·The answer is simple. You cannot. if you are 
conducting a serious, unbiased investigation. 

The Witness 

Of course, "real" photos of UFOs might just look hokey, There are other indications that the quality of the inves-
but there are more problems. It is curious that several investi- tigative work has fallen shan. One of us (Boyd) was astonished 
gators have remarked, upon viewing the prints, that there is a to learn, in late March, that the MUFON team had not yet 
waviness in the images that makes them appear to be taken near canvassed Mr. X's neighborhood for potential witnesses, even 
water or in water. Yet the pictures are said to have been taken though the original sightings had been publicized as early as 
near Mr. X's home, not on the Gulf of Mexico. Another November 19. 
interesting fearure is the obvious non-symmetrical shape of the Tallcing to as many neighbors as possible is crucial in this 
UFO and the flaw in its bottom rim (evident only on good quality • case because Mr. X claims that a large UFO has often been 
prints, not in newspaper reproductions). hovering low over his neighborhood. If true, we would expect 

If the photographs are a hoax, we can suggest at least two several sightings from his immediate neighbors. If there are few 
possible methods. suchsightings (and so far, that is true}, one is led to wonder about 

One is to take the prints as reflections in water. This the veracity of Mr. X's testimony. 
method has the advantage of requiring the photographer to work Aftersomeprodding,Mr.X took a liedetectortest. which 
at a body of water, away from his home, so that his neighbors he passed, on February 18 and 23 of this year. The investigators 
would be unable to view his creative efforts. Another classic have pointed to this test as evidence for Mr. X's sincerity. 
technique of aick photography is to take the photos as a However, it is well known that sociopathic personalities can 
reflection off a pane of glass. Either of these methods would pass lie detector tests even when telling falsehoods. CUFOS 
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does not put much stock in lhe results or any lie detector test. 
whether pro or con (since nervous. uuthful people can also fail 
a test). 

The investigators also seem to have overlooked several 
curious parallels between incidents described by Mr. X and the 
events described in Whitley Strieber's bOok, Communion. The 
most striking is Mr. X's mention of the smell of cinnamon during 
one close encounter. Strieber also mentioned that distinctive 
smell in his book (page 19). This coincidence is intriguing 
because nowhere else in the UFO literarure can we find a 
mention 6! cinnamon, except for Mr. X's account and a book 
published a few months before his own experiences. Does this 
prove the case is a hoax? oi course noL But should 11.·e be 
lookingfor suchparallelsinMr.X'stestimony? AbsoJutely,and 
the fact that the Mt.iFON team has not is discouraging. 

We believe the points raised above are sufficient in 
themselves to cast doubt on the \'alidity of the Gulf Breeze 
events. There is more, though, and it concerns the personality 
and actions of Mr. X himself. One of \IS (Boyd) has verified by 
interview that Mr. X, a prominent businessman in the commu· 
ni ty. is kno"-n as a practical joku and prankster. In fact. we have 
been told that Mr. X told a number of his young friends (he does 
many things for children and teenagers) that he was going to pull 
off"'the Ultimate Prank." This statement was allegedly made in 
the summe:- of 1987. Given the sensational nature of the Gulf 
Breeze events, these revelations are hardly of the type to 
in:r-..ase our confidenc: in the case. 

Mr. X has also made the nthu unbelie,·able claim that 
on January 13 of this year. two men with l31'£e pistols came to 
his home and sajd they had a .. mat::ial seizure \a:a:rant" and 
demanded his photographs. Shades of the men-in-black stories 
of the fifties and sixties. First. there is no such thing as a 
.. mat.erial seizure v.-arranL .. And second, the go�tt.nment does 
not come around seizing photographs that havt'2.Iready �n 
published in a newspaper (you see, the old �nB stories con­
cerned an attempt by the dark forces to suppress evidence not yet 
made public, not gather evidence already released). Thus we 
don \believe Mr. X's story about the two men, and once again, 
mori doubt is cast on the rest of his story. 

. Mr.Xisclearlyarticula.teandbrighL Butthose who have 
visited with him at length have come away somewhat disrurbed 
by his personality. Rather than use our own observations, \lo'e 
quote Dave Barry, the reponer, again. He concluded after his 
u1k 'll,·ith M.r.X that, "He acts a�tated,manic. t'ot to put too fine 
a point on it. he acts a little crazy." Has this bothered the 
in":sugators on the scene? Not too much. But it ceruinly 
oo�:rs and concerns us. 

Tbc "Investigation" 

Let's step back for a moment and take stock of what we 
ha,·e learned. A fellow in Florida has talcen dozens of pictures 
of UFOs that hover over his community, even his own home. 
This is an unprecedented situation in the annals of ufology. 

precisely the poinL This UFO came back manJ timcs,and many 
people saw it each time. But in Gulf Breeze, although the UFO 
has returned many times, almost no one except Mr. X has seen 
it around his home. 

Some more points. Most competent investirators who 
examine the photographs believe they look fake, even if the 
exact mechanism C21lnot be specified. 

Mr. X is alleged to have been planning to pull off the 
.. Ultimate Prank" since last summer. And Mr. X is known as a 
practical joker. • 

Given all this (and then: is other information that is not 
yet ready for publication), we would expect any investigators to 
treat the case with caution and talce great care to have the photos 
analyzed as soon as possible. We have seen that the investi�ators 
have acted instead with what some might term reckless abandon. 

As for the photo analysis. nothing conclusive has yet 
�n done after all this time. And consider this amazing fact: the 
NarionDI Enquirtr declined to publish the photographs in their 
publication! This action from a journal that has told us how to 
detect if our co-workers are star people. On this one, v.·e 're with 
the Enquirtr. 

It has not taken any penetrating po"·ers of analysis or 
relentless onshe investigation to gather the e,•idence or reach the 
conclusions presented above (although Boyd has made about 
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Rt.211 the boomerang sightings in the New York city 
area. TholW.!lds of people saw the hure boomerang-shaped 
UFO over a period of �veraJ years. and many photOs were taken 

of the obj�t (s� the November/December 1987 IUR for a 
Top: TAl C.JfBruu llhjut.�'''dfr,_. Mr.X'1 tbowi"l· BDIIO'f'l: -'" tJrli.Jtl 
fl..dltV.l of t>IV of llw fow� fi.Dio.J. 1AowV.1 IM DbjUI Ao•tri"l o•t' tl 
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half a doun uips 10 lhe GulfBreeu area}. The evidence has been 
there for the taking. We believe that certain leads were ( urnished 
to Boyd by concerned citizens primarily because he had ex· 
pressed an open-minded, unbiased approach to the investigation 
and wanted only the trUth about what was taking place. It is the 
responsibility of an investigator to follow any serious Jead. pro 
or con, on any case. 

One more issue should be mentioned. Some investigators 
have expressed the opinion that Mr. X should be considered 
innocent until proven guilty, as if we were dealing with a coun 
oflaw. Butthe methodology ofscienceisnot to be confusedwith 
that of our legal system. The wimess is an integral pan· of any 
UFO repon. i.e., the wim:ss is one of the measuring instniments, 
just has he or she often is in any of the social sciences'. This 
means that wimess reliability and validity must be ascertained 
if one is to have confidence in the data being analyzed. Any facts 
which weaken our confidence in the belie\'ability of witness 
testimony are thus crucial to an examination of any UFO repon. 
or. in this c.ase, photo£raphs. 

Unlike many 'LrO repons which rely only on witness tes· 
timony. the Gulf Br-...eze .repons will stand or fall on the 
authenticity or the photographs. We "-'elcome and suppon 
detailed studies of the photographs. Either the photos will be 
found to be authentic or they won'L That is a reassuring p6int 
in this otherwise perplexing case. -

The t 'FO community cannot conduct itself as does the 
debunking mo,·ement. with its tacit arreement never to criticize 
one's colle.!gues or allies. That is why we ha,·e 11.'Tiuen this 
micle. however p:tiniul it may ha\'e been to say some of these 
thinss in public. Science ad\'ances by h�thy criticism of e:tch 
other's work, not by silent accepunce 'or potenti2.1 errors and 
flaws. In the long run, v.·e are all the beuer for we:tthering the 
rough and tumble of public debate. 

Ct.;'"FOS expe.=ts this sune:ne:nto be both the flrstand last 
one "'e make on Gulf Breeze. t;fologists have bett.er things to 
do with their valuable time and resources than spend endless 
hours list.:ning to tales ofurO '"isitations from Mr. X. Hoaxes 

·��taSTER BOHO by JCX: t.larlon 

do not occur often. despit.e what skeptics may c:la.im, but when 
they do. it is imponant that ufology quickly expose them lor 
whattheyare. TheUFO community didthiswith theBmyMeier case in Switzerland. as well as several others. 

We hope this statement from CUFOS contributes to a 
rational discussion o( the Gulf Breeze events and a full expose 
of the facts and circumstances surrounding the reponed sight· 
ings. 
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g. WheD will Voya.ger D come baek? I! it WOD't. what 

will happeD to it'? 4th erade o! DoyoD Sehool, lpawieh. 
A. Voyager D 1S sUU hurtlJng out through the solar system 

after flytng past Jupiter. Saturn and Uranus and sending back 
spectacular pletures of those planets. 

Voyager's next - and final - flyby 1r11l happen on Aug. 2.5 • •  

.1989. •·hen It will send bade pletures of the mysterious planet • 

Neptune and Its huge moon Triton. Alter that. It 'll'1ll keep on • • 
totng. ne\·er to return. • 

Ju instruments wtll remain swttched on for several vean. a.s 
astronomers use the space probe to uy to find the hellopause ..J • 

.the edge of the region whe:-e the sun·s en�· lnfluenc::e:s the-. 
lnte:-stellat en\1renment. The probe"s banery po'lll.-er I.S expect· • •  

ed to run out 1n about 2013. cutUng Ito!! fro:n funher c:ommu· • 

n1caUon. · · : . 
But 1n the vacuum of spaee.. the space=aft Itself •1ll n ot . • 

rust or c:oiTtlde. and should rema1n 1n prtsune c:ond!Uon. pc:r· �: 
haps even unUJ Its next near·approaeh to a heavenly body - • , 
the star Slrtus - 1n about 358.000 \-ears. Just in ease.. NASA 
attached a '"calling card" to the s�eecra.ft so that If It ls ever . . -found by allen beings. they should be able to figure out •·here It ·­

came from and who built IL •· • 

Sci-Tech tnutres readers ro send sclenct questions ro How ; ':' 
and Why. Call 929-2050 or wrUe: How and WhJI. Sci-Tech. • • 

Tht Bosron Globe. Boston. MA 02107. �ltcted quesrton.s of.··. 
ge�ral trutresr wUI bt ans&«rtd �h &«ek. The column • 
cann.or a.d.d.ress r�uesr.s for medical a.dutce. and unpub­
ltshtd quesrtons can.n.or bt ansu-e"r� 1nd1L'tduallll. 
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Unusual Weather: 
Ball Lightning in a February Thunderstorm Down East in :.\Iaine 

The foiJo,�ing three e.'tcerpts from the Ells­
UJortlt Herald, published at Ellsworth, Han­
cock County, )!aine, describe the antics of a 
freak winter thunderstorm occurring during 
a snowstorm in February 1853. These were 
located through the courtesy oi Herbert T. 
Silsby II of the )!aine Historical Society. 

A most wekome old fashioned north-�:ast 
snow stor:n visited this locality on Su:::ciay 
noon and continued until about three o'clock 
on )!oncia�· morning, gh;ng us about seven 
inches of sno'"· During the raging oi the 
storm at the fiercest on S!.!nday evening, loud 
claps oi thunder follon·ed by e.'tceedingly \ivid 
lig:Ctning were· noticed as very singular phe­
nomena. Even the "oldest inhabitant" does 
not remember the like during a snow storm 
in )!aine. 

Ellsworth Herald, Friday, February 18, 1853, 
.Page 2, col. i. 

The S:on:1 at Mount Dese:-t 
In our last, we noticed the fact of thunder 

and li2ht.."ilil2 duri.:12 a sen:e snow stor.n on 
the e\�.:lg ""of Sunda:·, 13th inst. We have 
since lea.�ea tb.t the stor.ll was most ,;olent 
in )fount Dese:-... At Bass harbor, the light- · 
Ding struck four people and shl...-ered into a 
thousand splin:.ers a large sprJce tree. Two 
vessels at X .E. Harbor and one at S.\V. Har­
bor were also lightning-struck and thereby 
considerably damaged. 
Ells-.l!Ortlt Herald, Friday, February 25, 1853, 
page 3, col. 5. 

A Thunde:- and Light:ting Story 
The following state:nent, dated Bass F...ar­

bor, )! t. Desert , Feb. 16, is made to the 
Fountain, in the authority of )Jr. John S. 
Dodge: 

:\ thunder-cloud passed over this villa�e on 
Sunday evening last, wb..ich, ior terrific ap­
pearance surpassed anything e\'er before 
known here. 

The wind during the day had been from the 
N.E., accompanied with snow, with a tem­
perature of from 15 to 20 deg. above O-at 
6 P.)l. had increased to a heavy gale, and at 

84 WE.ATH"ERWlSE 

7 P .)!. Ce:l.Sed to blow, and dashes of vi\;d 
lightning commenced.-In a few minutes 
more, thunder was beard in the N.W., and at 
8! P.)!. the scene was grand and an·ful be­
yond description. The lightning was of a · 

purple color, and sometimes appe:tred like 
balls of fire, ceming throt:;h windows �:tci 
doors and down :!le c.�!.-::::�ys. whiie :.."':� 
houses tre::.bl�d and �hook :o the!:- ve::.· :ou:t· 
elations. 

)Irs. E. Holden was ne:ar a nindow, nir.d­

ing up a ciock: a bail of fire arne in tb:-ough 
the ninciow and struck her band. which be­
numbered he: hand and ar.n. She then. ";\ith 
all in the house, retreated into the �::m-y. 
.Another flash succeeded. and. in the room 
from which the...- had �etired·. resembled a 
volume oi fire, n·hlrling around and producing 
a crackin2 noise.-.-\ similar aooearance oi 
fire was !;en. and crackin2 nois�s· were heard 
in a large nu�ber of house;. Soce who he:ard 
the noise, say it sounded like bre:ak:ng glass. 

Capt. )Iaurice Rich had his light ailil­
,gullhed, and his mie was injured. He got 
his mie onto a b� and foU!ld a mate: at 
that U:stant ano�e: ::ash c::-:e and i£"titeci 
the match and threw him Se\·e:al feet -back­
warcis. John L. )hr:in recel\·eci St:.6 a �ock 
that he could not speak for a long time� 

A great many persons were slightly injured. 
Some were struck in the feet. some in the eye: 
while others n·ere e!ecuized, .some powerfully 
anq �orne siightly. But what was �ery singu­
lar, not a person was killed or seriously in­
jured, nor a building damaged: but a clust�r 
of trees nithin a few rods of two dwelling 
houses, was not thus fortunate. The electric 
fluid came down among the:n, taking them out 
by the rootS, v.ith stones and earth, and­
thro,,ing all in every direction. Some were 
left hangin� by their rootS from the tops of 
the adjacent standing trees-rootS up, tops 
down. 

The lightning, after entering the earth to a 
deoth oi se,·eral fee� and ior a mace some S 
to 

.
10 feet in diameter. diverszed i�to four dii­

ferent directions. One cour-se which it took 
led thro' the open land, making a chasm to 
the depth of several feet, and continued its 
march unobstructed by the solid frozen 

April 1976 

ground or any other subst:tnce, to the distance 
of J 70 feet; liiting, overturning and throwing 
out junks of frozen earth, some of wb..ich were 
10 or 11 feet long by 4 feet wide; and hurling 
at a distance, rocks, stones and roots.-The 
power here displayed was truly awful, and 
had it fallen on a building, it v.-ould have 
thrown it with its inmates into ten thousand 
fragments. It really seemed that God's mercy 
is manifested in sparing our lives amidst such 
danger and destruction. .And while we thus 
enjoy his me:oies [ me:cies ? J, OJ that ·we 
might be duly aEected v.ith gratitude of heart. 

I unde:s:and that in Soutb-West Harbor, 
and Xorth-East Harbor, (in t..'Us island) sev­
eral ve�sels had their masts rent in pieces ; 
one had some planks torn from be:-; and one 
man was knocked do,m, but not kiiled. 

E!ls-.I:ortlt Herald, Friday, )!arcb . 4, 1833, 
page 3, column 1. 

A reminiscence of the event by one who 
was in the Holden house at the time of the 
freak storm appeared 31 years later in The 
N t"..:J York Times n·here your editor noticed it. 
The major part of the le�te: foilo\\-s: 

• * * • • 

I don:t believe the:e e\·er 'W2.S a wo�e 
frighte:ed lot of people in the world than the 
icilabitants of Bar Harbor n·ere that ni£ht. 
That purple ball lightning fiashed about �d 
obtruded it.seli everywhere. Tnere was 
sc.arsely a house that was not .,.;sited by it. 
At one house it entered it passed thr!)ugh one 
window and across the room and out at an­
other mndow, setting fire to a box of matches 
that lavon a table in the middle of the room. 
At ano.ther house a woman n-as rendered un­
conscious by a shock, which e."ttingu.ished all 
the lightS in the house at the same time. The 
woman's husband was tr:ing to find a match 
to strike another li2ht when he n-as orostrated 
by another shock.- These two reco�·e::ed, but 
the man n-as speechless for a long time after­
ward. Scores oi people were paralyzed by 
visitation of the lightning, but no one in Bar 
Harbor n-as fatally injured. The storm was 
not coniined to Bar Harbor, but pre\-ailed all 
over )It. Desert Island: At Southwest llir­
bor and Xorthea.st Harbor vessels were dis­
mantled r dismasted? J by the lig:Ctning, and 
one sailor killed . There was scarcely a craft 
of any kind in the harbor but at least had one 

shattered mast. 

April 1976 

The freaks of this str:mge electric VISitor 
outside the buildings were most e."ttraordinary. 
At one place one of the fiery balls struck the 
top of a flagpole. The pole was torn into a 
hundred pieces, and the lightning plunged into 
the earth. Usually that would have ended 
the career of the ordinary electric current. 
This ball, however, was not subdued yet, and 
aiter plowing its way to the bottom of the 
pole beneath the ground, between four and 
five feet, it started horizontally in an e:l.Sterly 
direction. Although the g:ound was frozen 
as hard as a rock: this thunderbolt plowed a 
trench through for a dist:tnce of nearly 500 
feet. The debris from this trench, consisting 
of great masses oi frozen ground and stones 
weighing in some instances hundreds of 
pounds, were throv.'ll in both directions: a.nd 
some of them high in the air for long distances 
around. One mass of frozen earth as large as 
a fishing smack was hurled more than i 5 feet 
away. Fortunately for propeny owners and 

· their lives the course taken bv this erratic 
ball of fire was through an ope; piece oi land 
v.ith no buildings near it. Ii it -had chosen a 
we.stern course it would have ploughed in 
under several r�dences, and in the ine\;table 
wreck t.b..at must have followed scores of lives 
would undoubtedly have be-._n lost. 

A grove oi trees that stood in those d.a:-s 
be�een the reside:ces. I think. of a fa:r.iiv 
named Carter and one 

.
named lcxige, seemed 

to be an especially fa'\-orite spot for the light­
ning to play about. \\"hiie the purple bolts 
shot in among the trees no less than !i't times, 
neither of the adjacent houses was touched. 
On the second visit of the lightning to the 
gro...-e the tension on the nerves oi the inmates 
became too great for them to bear, and _they 
sought other quarters without delay. The 
grove Wa..s a sight to see ne.n morning. Only 
a few trees were· left standing. Great stones 
had been torn from beneath the surface and 
lay scattered about in the snow, which had 
b�en swept entirely away in Some spotS as 
though there had never been a fiake there. 
Several trees had been tom up by. the roots. 
One oi these was carried 2 5· feet into the yard 
oi one oi the houses. Another tree, a small 
spruce, hung by itS rootS in the. upper 
branches oi a larger tree a long dis�nce irom 
where the smaller one had been tom up. 

• • • • • 

Tlre N�JJ York Times, September 28, 1884, 
page 4, col. 6. 

WUTHE:RWISE 85 

t·· •• 



\..0 

�0s��rst WR1ctft�l8A'��- MacRO BERT 
. · 

· 

It's not a UFO; it's Venus :.· 
•. , 0 ne evening out of each month all winter and .: . 

spring. the ·crescent moon has shone near Venus, •. • 
the bright "evening star" In the western sky after :-­
dusk. Sometimes. when the two have been espe- • • 
dally close. they've attracted a great deal of atten· . . · 

Uon. <·· Tomorrow Venus and the crescent moon will be the closest · . 
together they've appeared all year. Jf the weather Is clear. be 
sure not to miss the unusual show. Venus Is responsible for _· 
more "UFO" slghUngs than any other celestial body, espedally. · • 

when It's as bright as It Is this spring. • •  
Venus will be just to the left of the moon's upturned horns.- , ·  

as shown In the diagram. You'D probably ftrst nouce the two 
objeCts durtng early twlltght, around 8 p.m. The scene may be.-_ 
prettiest In late twUight. around 8:30. They set around 10:30 • .

-. .  
You can actually see Venus In broad daylight 1f you look at _ • 

exactly the right spot In a 
blue sky. You may search 
for many minutes with· 
out seeing It, then sud· 
denly Venus pops Into 
plain view when your eye 
happens to land right on 
lt. Tomorrow afternoon 
the crescent moon will 
help guide you to the 
right point. Just find the 
moon· In daylight and ex­
amine the sky a little to 
Its left. Venus' placement 
with respect to the moon 
depends on the Ume of 
d a y .  B i noculars may 
help. 

· , 

After dusk tomorrow, 
w h e n  the two objects 
domi n ate the western 
s ky. you c a n  see the 
moon movtng along Its 
orbit. In early t\\1ltght the 
moon wlll be next to Ve-

r:�����i�{ii;l - � · 

nus or just a little below. Source: Alan M.acRoben B u t  soon t h e  moon Cilobe statr d� 
c l i m b s  above l t .  T he . • 
change should be obvious In less than a half hour, perhaps ·. 
even 1 0  m inutes If you watch closely. · • 

. Every hour. the moon moves a distance equal to Its own . •  

diameter. Usually there are no brtght background objeCts next . · · . 
to It for comparison. but tomorrow Venus provides a more-or· : 
less fixed referenct: point to make the moon's motion plain. · 

Incidentally. In April the evening crescent moon tilts Its 
horns as nearly up\\"ard as possible. If the cresct:nt were a cup. 
It would hold the most water this month. 

To be sure. the crescent's horns always point upward to 
some del!rtt \\'henever the sun Is below the hortzon. The reason 
Is that i:he cresct:nt's round side always faces directly at the 
sun. a nd so the horns point away from lt. Their tilt vanes 
throughout the �·ear: the October evening crescent Is like a cup 
that's been knocked almost on Its side. 

But never can the moon have downward·polnttng horns at · 

night. Anlsts \\'ho portray It this way land they often dol reveal .; 
that they don't pay attenUon to the sky. 

· 

A lan M. MacRobert Ls an editor at Sky &. Telescope maga· .·.� 
ztne. HLs Srar Watch column appears each month tn Set· · • . 
Tech. • · . -

O n  A pri l 4 ,  Uranus is 
s t a t i onary, beg i nning i ts  
ret ro g rade motion. 

: , ·  .•.i .t. : f :.J · :, .:· · . 0 . .. • • •• : . _, .. . ... . . I •• • •  • ! •� . .. .-.!\·;�;·;,.-.r.-.:\,' . I 
. t?:·:�·����;f:��·-�"·.··���:-.�� :t� .. ;· .. ! � ��-�k;;::�--� 
, . 

BRIGHr ·; ASIDE ·; · · :·� 
... .. r. ·�- - . , :1� .-- · ·J:,... · t: • t· . .  · ·· J . ·· .. . -, · : t tl,_ - :-- · �·· :,.�":"•.r.:;"'". :..�r·" ··:":t-1':''• gt• •:-t'ft• .... � ... ,.�W'fl� .... G: t�j({'' · - . . 

.

. 
· 

. ,� j)��:;::�· · , ,  ;. : :': �· r :��{;t : . . . <�: :. , . ;;:f;·,:,� ���·�t1''�&.·�:'Stf�� �f-t.��:�r�+�i:�: 

. ·· .. : .- · · · • . · . : · · ' · : · · . . ''�;;- Globe photo/John Mottern I · venus appears near the crescent moori ''in the western sky once a star•.: waS as close to the moon as it has been all year. -The phot9i 
month all winter and spring. At about 8:30 last night. the "evening was taken at a 15th of a second with a 600mm lens at Fa. :: "� ·  ' ·+.! 

:\'ow You Know 
By l'nited Press Interna tional  

l\Iercurv is o n e  o f  th e hottest 
a n d  coldes t  pla nets with ex­
t r e m e  t e m p e ra tures ranging 
from 300 deg rees below zero t o  
800 d egrees a bove zero . 

·;· 

J u pi t e r, In conj unction 
w i t h  the s u n  o n  M ay 2, 
b e c o m e s  a n  o b j e c t  
located i n  t he morning 
sky, but i t  Is  comple te ly  
lost  to  normal  s i g h t  i n  
t h e  s u n ' s  g lare. 

,s · 

� ·' � 
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J!rirtbhlest �rkansas -mimes 
·: :.: T T E V I L L E , 

F E B R U A R Y  5, 1 911 . 

Wea.l.her: TooJgbt:  MocUy dur and extremely cold. Low 
arouod 10. Saturday: moally 
iWUlY and very cold. High lD 
Lhe mid 205. Weather map ll oa. p11ge U. 

Ed classes reset 
Poe;tpooed Adult Education clu:ies that could not meet 

Feb. 2 will meet for orientation 
at the Ramay Junior High 
School cafeteria auditoriwn on 
fo'eb . 9 at 7 p.m. For more in­
formation or to register for 
classes, call 442·7353 weekdays 
between 8 a .m . and 3 p.m . , or 
stop by the Adult Education of­
fice, 2350 Old Farmington 
Road in Fayetteville. 

Flu hits schools 
EL DORADO, Ark. <AP> ­

Absenteei&m has declined 
;ince a peak Monday, in­
:ticaling that an outbreak or in­
nuenz.a or a flu-like illness is 
;•Jb&iding ln the city 's schools, 
-\s:iocial.e Superintendent · 
Harold Smith said. Smith said 
Nednesday that schools have 
J veraged between 12 percent 1nd 15 percent ab6enteeism, 
..-ilb higher nwnbers at some .chools. However, he said lee lines were ooted Tuesday 
1nd Wednesday in students and 
·:!culty missing class. · 

Emergency room doctors 
1.a ve examined 120 such cases 
1t Warner Brown H06pit.al and 
a3 at Union Medical Center 
!uring the last two weeks, in­
:lud.ing 32 in the past three 
!ays. However, mOISt cases are 
�andled by private physicians. 

Flu symptoms vary am ong 
01dividuals, but often include 
c:vt:t, muscle aches and cough. 

Extortionist exiled 
NEW YORK <AP) - A  fed­

raJ judge spared a reputed .ob associate a jail sentence 
• 5ave his life, but ordered 
:m out of the New York City 
!'e& for his role in a labor ex­
·rtion scheme at Kennedy 
irport. U.S. District Judge tck B. Weinstein uid · 

llvatore Reale "just knowa 
.o much to live" and $elllene-1 him Thursday to five yean · 
·obatioo and a $10,000 fme hil-= suspending a 15-year jail 
:n�nce. 
Among the conditions of p� 
1tion, Reale, 45, cannot live in 
ew York City or eight ouUy­� counties, must continue · 
xmselingand is forbidden to 
iSOCia te with any reputed or­to.ized crime figures, the 
ldge said. · 

Last April, Reale pleaded 
:.illty to conspiring to txtort • iO,OOO from a principal of a · �Jcago trucking company in 
·der to rru1intain labor peace 
t Kennedy Airport. La w  en­
•rcement sources say Reale 
�presented reputed Gambino 
,miJy boss John Gotti in air­
lrt raclteli. 
'een sentenced 
NEW YORK CAP) - A white 

to-ager convicted of chasing 
black man to hU death oo a 
ghway in the Howard Beach 
�tion of the city and batt.er­
.g a second black was 
:ntenced today to six to 18 
�aM; i n  nr\-.nn 

The Pf!blic Interest Is 'f'he Firs� �on cern Of This New� paper 
Vol. 1 21>-Numb�r 231  

·. 

3 women: 'We 
were chased by 
UFO Jan. 1 9' 

EDITOR'S NOTE - ResidentS of 
the small southwest Arbnsas towu 
of Foreman began spoltirJI UDU· 

• .  Jl/B1.Ded Ji.gbts J.o . tbe night sky u te 
Jut December. SUJce lb.lt time, the 
Joe• I sherl//'1 deputment · b .. 
received more than 200 repoiU of 
unidentified objects flying over tbe 
ForerrwJ/Asbc!Qwu U'e/1 just llOI1b 

Part 2 of 5-part series. 
See related story page· 
7A. 

of Tenrbn11. R11rely do such 
episodes COlltinue u long u this one 
or J.ovolve u m11ny people. Unles.s 
otherwise DOled, all episodes re-

1988, a completely unexplained, 
brightly-lit object cb&.&ed them as 
they drove borne from a ba.sketba.ll &arne. · 

Foreman is home to approximate­
ly 1,300 people. The town i..s located 
just east of the Ok.lahoma state line 
on Ark. Hwy. 41. Texarkana sits to 
the south. To the east is Ashdown, 
Arkansas, a cornmwlity dominated 
br the Nekoosa Paper Mill. The huge 
pL.De trees that feed the miU grow 
alrn05t everywhere that hasn't been 
cleared for housing or agriculture. 

Hwy. 41 runs north and south 
through Foreman. Hwy. 32 runs into 
town from the east. 

The incident began at 10: 15 p.m. 
Terri Jeanes, 30, was driving her 

Deann a lrvan runs a h a irdresser shop on :\s h d o w n  m a in s Lr t·d. 

Deanna lrvan's drawing ( above ) depicts object she saw in lhe sky. 
The women said the brightly lit object chased them along Hwy. 32 
< below) l.owards Ashdown� 

the Red River bottoms. 
Jeanes pulled the car onto the 

shoulder. The three women wa tched 
as lbe orange light "lunged" three 
times at treetop level toward the 
north and lbcn disa�;>pcared. Sharp 
dt!Seribed the vanishing light in lbe 
same words as almost everyone who 
ha.s seen it:  "It was lik e turning out 
a lighL·" 

The women pulled back onto Hwy. 
41 and continued driving south to the 
Hwy. 32 turnoff. 1bey then drove 
east 'towards Ashdown, eventually · 
turning off on the Anderson la teral 
road, where Sharp a.od her hu.sl.land 

· live. The Ander.>on lateral is a 
_rujeNtraight r011d running :>OUth 

· · from Hwy 32. ·\ -
. As Jeanes' car topped a small rise 

, 
counted J.o this nve-part suies oa tbe white, 1988, Nissao Maxima home 
ForeJIU.n s.igbtings were told rust- from a basektball &ame v.· ith two 
band to Times reporter BW friends. Margaret Sharp, 23, was in 
Macomber oa lOCIItion then. At the pas&enger seat of the car. Dean­
press time tbe sightings COlltinue, . na Irvan, 33, was in the bo.ck seat. 11nd efforts "to rUJd military or com- · .1be women had not been drinking at mercial air explanations have yield- the game that oigbt, thty said. "We ed no &DSWers. Part I in yesterday's wish we had been. We llt."'--dc<i ooe 
Times outliDed tbe background of alter aU that," Jeanes said later. 
the sightings. Today's Part II J.o- Close friends and relatives afflftll 
stallment in . this five-part series the women do not take drugs or 
details lhe episode t.Jut browlbt tbe c:lrink heavily. 
s.ightings to more widespreJitl public · See oruge Ught 
attentioa. · As they drove south on llwy. oU, 

By Bill MACOMBER Tiines Stalf WriUr 

Sharp told Jeanes to stop the car. 
She had spotWd what she docribed 
u an orange light to the east less 
than a quarter of a mile away . From 

Three Foreman women have their position, the light would have 
reported that on Tuesday, Jan. 19, been over what is known lOCAlly as 

· on the Anderson lateral, all three 
women saw the light again in the distance to the south. lt appean:d to 
hover over the "bottoms , "  they :-.aiel 
At first Jeanes thought the light 
m ight be Air Life, a medical 
helicopter operating out of Ta­
arkana. What they were seeing con­
tained four distinct lights; red, blue, green and amber. St.andard light 
coofigurations on jets or a irpl ines 
include a grten light on the right 
wing, a red light on the left wing, 
with various white lights. No air­
craft operating in the United SLates 
flies wilb blue lights. 

· Ugbt approaches them 
Jeanes parked the car in a drive­

way so they could observe the light They watchtd it hover for thrt:e to 
fiv� minutes, during which time U1ey 
became coovinc� that ,.·hat they 
were looking at was not Air Life. Margaret Sharp 's husband was at 
.,.·ork that night, a.od Marg.a.ret now 
dt::cided she didn't want to come 
borne to an empty bouse. Jeanes 
bci cktd the car out of the drive...,·ay 
to return to Foreman. I t  was lhco a 
"huge while light," according to . Deanna man, came an among the 
otht:t lights. The object 's light then 
turned 'bright red, she said. aod 
began to approach them . ..,."We just n.a.iled i t ," said Sharp. 

Sharp's uncle, Bob Taaffe, lived 
same two miles away on Hwy. 32. 

Jt:anes he<lded back up the Andi!I"S-.. 
lateral road toward his hou.:>e. 

The light folio"" eJ t.l1�ir car � 

U"ettop leve l , running slightly w u. 
right of the road a nd pa rallel .,..i'­
lbe car. Bc:fore arriving a t Taafft: 
�. the object passt.-d O\'er the t.o . 

M argart' t Sh ar-p < ldt > a n d  
Terri J caors pos� in \' idei) 
slore where Sharp �·orks . 

of the car, accordmg to lrvan 
throwing a :.hadowy " ' rt:d cas t "  u: 
light inside the car as it disa!> 
peared. 

Tcrril)·LDg ch:.t"� 
Sharp was frightened enough b) 

what she h.ad St.'t!n to crouch oo lb..· 
passenger-side floorboard of J c.1 nes · 
cu. At Tl&aife's bouse the .,.·omc:L 
ran inside and told Sharp's uncle 
what they had seen. lo a latc.r i.nlcr · 
view, Taaffe s.aid t..be moment be 
opened the door to his niece aod bc:: 
friends oo the night of J an. 19.  h .. klw!w 100melhi.ng was .,.·rong. At f i.n •  he thought lbc:y might h4\·e l'ud a :. 
accident oi 5-0me son. ShArp d�1d� 
she would v.·ait <at Taaife's hou:.c: Cor 
someone to come and tah hd' hum e. 

At approxilnatdy 11 p.m . . Jano 
and lrva.o left Sharp at Bob T4llifc:'� 

• <See UFO page 7 .-\ ) 
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UF 
\Continued from page 1A) 

hoase and got back in the Maxima. 
As they begaD rolling east on H�. 
32 towards lhe Hwy. 41 jwx:tion and 
�e. the object appeued again out of the south. To lrvan, who was DOW 
seated on the passenger side in 
front, the light resembled a large 
ball offire . 
. The light behaved as it had 
�rlier, running almOLSt parallel with 
the car, except this time it glided to 
the left of the automobile. "It seems to adjust itself to the terrain, up and 
down " lrvan said. "Where there are 
oo � it will get lower very quick· 
ty. Very quickly." . 
• Jeanes floored ber Maxima. When ihey got to Hwy. 41 they turned 
right. or north, toward Foreman. 
The light abo turned north. lrvan 
laid the turn made by the object did 
not describe the typical arc of a car 
merging with a perpendicu lar 
highway. Instead, the light made a 
sudden. 90 degrte turn. 
· Large metallic maclaine 
• Complete!)' terrified now, the 
'women sped toward Foreman at 
speeds that ruched 120 miles per 
hour. Aa they ap�;�raoched town they 
·could see the hghts of the local 
Chevrolet dealership ahead on the 
left Jeanes remembered thinking at 
this time that the light must have 
come closer to the car or changed 
somehow because Dunna lrvan 
suddenly becam� even more ter· rified than before. 

lrvan'a terror increased because abe was getting her fJ.rst clear look 
at the object behind the bright light. In froot of the Chevrolet dealershi� · 
in Foreman stands a brillianUy·lit 

. advertising sign. "It went right in 
·rront of their sign," said Irvan. 
."'Illlt's where I could really see it. 
:It was a large metallic machine. Tbe 
lights seemed to be in the center ol 
.the object. It threw .a glow out to 
;where I couldn't see the top as we� 
·as I could see the bottom. To me 1t 
·was shaped like a tank. It was flat on 
.the bottom. It had a dull fJ.nish. 
·Dark." Irvan estimated its width at 
two pickup trucks side by aide, and 
its length at three pickups end to 
end. 
· In a drawing lrvan made the next 
morning, the "tank's" turret is evi· 
dent above the malo body. Two 
bands or light circle the object, one 
high and one low. 

Irvan watchc.-d the object aU the 
way into Foreman. She said the light 
came to a halt over the rodeo arena 
next to the highway. It hovered a 
.moment and streaked Into the night 
sky. The light appeared to become a 
distant star "in half a second," ac· cording to Irvan. At no time during the incident did anyone wr sound 

·COrning from the object. 
Tbe women turned into a conve­

nience store where they saw a police 
car parked. By the time lrvan and 

' Jeanes convinced those inside to 
step out and look, the light was gone. 
·The police officer made fun o! their 
:sighting. Since their sighting all the 
·women have become acquaintanted 
:with ridicule. 

They have remained adamant. that 

the light lhey saw was not the Air 
Life medical helicopter. Even if the 
lights were the same, �Y said� no 
helicopter makes the kind of htgh· 
speed 90 degree turn this object 
made over the intersec t ion ol 
Highways 32 and 41. 

None among the three women has 
claimed the object was a flying 
saucer. They simply 5aid the object 
was something very strange that 
they had oever seen before that 
night. Womea ridiculed 

"I don't know why people think we 
would make something like that up;" 
Deanna lrvan said. lrvan, who is 
married with children, runs a hair· 
dressing business In Ashdown. The 
women received obscene phooe calls 
shortly after reporting their �­
plalned sighting. Friends a�d neigh­
bors ridiculed them. The ridicule has 
died down, however, as more and 
more UFO reports flooded the loc.aJ 
oewspaper and sheriff's office. 

M in most UFO sightings, the 
women have no absolute proof of 
what happened to them. The only 
potential physical evidence can be 
explained. Across the trunk of 
Jeanes' while Nissan Maxima were 
odd markings. Each group of mark· 
lngs has four lines side by �>ide . The 
lines are approximately three inches 
long and are dotted. The black 
marks appear to the naked eye to be 
rubber marks, though Jeanes bas 
been unable to wash them from her 
new car. Jeanes said the markings 
were not visible on her trunk the day 
before the "chase." She Cin;l noticed 
them the next day. The marks could 
be explained as the residue left by a 
threadbare car wash roller, for in· 
stance. 

Man aeH llgbl al&O 
Though it was impossible to 

verily, the object seen by those in 
the car may have been the same one 
spotted by Jerry Grant, 29, who was 
coming home from work at 10: 15 
p.m. that night. Grant was returning 
to Foreman oo Hwy. l2 from the 
Nekoou Paper plant. To the east he 
saw a very bright light . He observed 

. the light as it remained stationary 
for 10 to 15 minutes. The light, be 

• s.:� id, a ppeared to turn red and move 
off 9uick..ly . "I didn't say much. I 
didn t want to end up in the funny 
!ann, bec�ull>e I don't know ��o·h.at it 
was," GraDt said. 

In  another nearby sighting ( one of 
th� mOLSt dramatic in terms of short 
dC;(..:j nce from the object) Eula 
French, 19, who lives wH.h her fami· 
ly on the Anderson la t..eraJ rood in 
"the bottoms," saw a Llf)!e gret:nish 
light extremely neM her home at 1 1  
p.m. o n  this sam e  night. Her story, 
and the frequent sightings o•·er the 
bottoms, will appear !Jltc:r in this 
series. French is quite sure v..tu t she 
was was not Air Life or any other 
sort ol craft she has ever st.'t!n. I t , 
too, made DO sound, though her dogs 
were barking furiously, she said. 

Margaret Sharp, also marriL.J and 
the youngest of the � women, 
described how the incident in the car 
continued to affect her nine days 
later. "I 'm just drained. I know 
what I have seen. I just wish it  would 
go away. It terrifies me. It followed 
- or chased - us, however you want 
to word it. I even unlocked the door in case I needed to jump out of the 
car. It's the clO:>est I ' ve ever felt to 
dea th. I can't slt!ep. I've only stayed 
in the bouse one night in t.he last 
five," she 5aid. 

A s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  p l a n e t a r y 
misperceptions, Sharp said, " I've 
seen Venus. Venus is in the west , 
and this was in the southe.1sl . I 've 
K-en a lot of stars, but I've never 
seen a star chase after a whl te �1u:-
ima ." · 

Frightening memoriei 
De.tnna lrvan has had much the ( 

same emotiooa.J reaction as Sharp. 
" I  felt threatened by it. We were · 
c:ring an� yell� . It's like an. in.va - · 

s ton of pnvacy,  like a rape vtcllm, 
like I'm always looking over my 
shoulder DOW. I feel calmer at home . · 

Al worlc I get a shaky h:ding, hl.e 
I ' m  hypcrsensitivt- . "  

Tilough they are relieved other 
Little River County re:;ident.s h.d \·e 
seen something unidentifiN, the 
...,·omen remaint-d baffled as to what 
the object might have been. They 
simply did not know. Barhddle Air Force Base in Shreveport, La ., SOlid there has been no unusu.J Air Force 
activity aroWld Foreman. 

"I hope it is a government thing 
because I can 't  tltink, I'm U:rri!t� 
all the time," Margaret Sharp said. AU three .,..·omen agree Uwt if they 'tlo'ere chased again they would tell no 
one. 

"We're tired of ;s ll the ridicule c.nJ 
l.he stupid explanations like the muon shining o!C snow��. I sa w  
something, and i t  isn't a n y  of l.h� 
thin� . . .  Deanna l.rv� said. 

· lrva n s a w  

�UFO last 
: smmner also 
: By B ILL MACOMBER : Time< surr Writer 
: Deanna Irvan remembert"d s��i ng 
: strange objects over Forem�n on 
· t'A·o occasions last year. Until her 
: h igh-5� chase by a n  unidentified 
: light 10 January, however, Irvan 
· didn't tell a nyone about what she 
: saw . <Stt relatt'd stnry pa�e I A . J  
: O n e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r e d  i n  
· November. Tlle other was last sum­
: mer. Both times Irvan �·as at the 
: Foreman High School track ex en: is­
• ing with at  least one other person. 
: lrvan works during the day a5 a : hairdresser in nearby Ashdown. She 
· exercises at nlght. 
: At approximalt!ly 10 p .m . on lhe 
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: ni�thts in question, lrvan and her 
· companions saw something unu�ual 
: paM O\'er the track as they �at  on 
: the bleachers cool ing orr. Thts ob-

. �� If KDKA Radio aald the sky was falling, 
• · Pittsburghen would probably �ake cover - even 

on April Fool's Day. Morning d1sc j�key John 
. · · • Cigna implied yesterday that a flymg �ucer had 

landed in North Park. Many callers claamed to 
· · have witnessed the event, which was !' fi�mcnt of 

· Clgna'a lmaglnaUon. "People are seeang 1l. But it 
.. fln't there," new• director Fred Honeberger said. 

_.. . Clgna told listeners, .. The place Is cordoned off. 
· ; : .. : ·ypu can't get Into the park." lie introduced a 

.!"
an 

· "  · on the telephone as Col. Ch•rlea Br•d•h•w. Is 
. .  :. . that a UFO? Is that a saucer that's down?" Cigna • 

. asked. "I can't divulge any information,'' the man 
. • . replied. Nervoua li.ltenen lit up twitcbboards at U1e 
. .'; ·, radio station, KDKA·TV and the Pennsylvanl� · 
... . . Association for the. Study of the Unexplained 1n 

· 
· .· Greensburg. Allegheny County police officers 

• :  .stationed at the park also spent the morning 
· mponding to queries, mostly from reporters. · 

· Last year on April Fool's Day, Cig�a said o� the 
air that an alligator wu lurking in P&ttsburgh s 

• sewer system. To aolv� the problem, he as�ed 
.. . · listeners t;o flUJb the�r tolleta at the aame time. A 

I \ : . 
. 

!f., � ·' p I • • f , I ·� j •' ' ' ;, o : • :• , j 

. ject, she sa id, was "much huger" 
lot of people did,'' ,Honsberger said. : than the one she would sec in 

• .. . . . . . • : January. She e5timated it was at 
· least the size of a football field. She 
· heard no roaring sound aca>m� ny· 
: ing the objfoct's flight. 
· As it passed over, she a nd the peo­. pie with her could clearly make. out 
· details of the underside of the obJect. 
She said its underbelly appea red to 

· be covered with "crossed pipes ." lr· 
van was somehow reminded of an 
erector set. 

The craft looked highly unusual to 
lrvan. Tllere had �n no UFO 
sightings i n  Forema n  at  the ti�e. 
however, so she made no connectiOn . 
She told herself the stra nge craft 
was perhaps a n  extraordi nary ex­
periment by Barksdale Air Force 
Base near Shreveport , La. She 

. dismL"5ed these early sightings en­
tirely until the more inten.c:.e sighting 

. activity began in )ale �mbcr. So Jar the Air Force has denied res pon­
-sibility for unusual air m a neuvers 
."over the Forema n area. Rcgubr  Air 
:Force refueling operations nor m.1 l ly 
·ocror a t  altitudes a bove 20.000 feel. : Irvan said she could not have m is­
�taken this object for a refueling 
·flight, which she has seen before. ---- � More recently, other Li t tle Hi ver · eoonty re;idents have rl'ported ��­
ing unidentined fl);ng obJN:I.s s t:nt ­
lar  to what I n•an remem N>red. One 
man dcscribc<i a low-nyi ng ob�t 

. that  passed over his hou:-:c a s  
Te'embling an electric subs1 .1 t ion . 

. The substation he mentiont"J is 
: made of a series of crO"..� mrt.11  
ll i e c e s .  I I � . t o o .  n o t e d  t h e  re;embla rK· t ., · r. ·· r N" I or s.t>t . 


